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My late Trunſmen and Neighbours, | 
AFTER. bring wich pow eleven youre, ln mlah you 
had uniform experience of my peaceable behaviour, 
in my attention to the quiet ſtudies of my profeſſion, 
and thoſe of philoſophy, I was far from expecting the 
injuries which I and my friends have lately received 


from you, But you have been miſled, - By hearing the 


Diſſenters, and particularly the Unitarian Difſenters, 
continually railed at, as enemies to the preſent Govern- 
ment, in Church and State, you have been led to con- 
fider any injury done to us, as 2 meritorious thing; and 
not having been better informed, the means were not at- 
tended to. When the obje2 was right, you thought the 
means could not. be wrong, By the diſcourſes of your 
teachers, and the exclamatians of your ſuperiors in ge- 
neral, drinking confuſion and damnation to us (which is 
well known to have been their frequent practice) your 


bigotry bas been excited, to the higheſt pitch, and no- 


thing having been ſaid to you to moderate your paſſions, 
but every thing to inflame them; hence, without any 
conſideration on your part, or on theirs, who ought to 
have known, and taught you better—you were prepared 


for every ſpecies of outrage 3 thinking, that whatever 
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you could do to fpite and injure us, was tor the ſupport 
of Government, and eſpecially the Church. In d«/troy- 
ing us, you have been led to think, you did Gad and your 
country the moſt ſubſtantial ſervices. =» 

Happily, the minds of Engliſhmen have a horror of 
murder, and therefore you did not, I hope, think of that ; 
though, by your clamorous demanding of me at the Ho- 
tel, it is probable that, at that time, ſome of you intended 
me ſome perſonal injury. But what is the value of life, 
when every thing is done-to make it wretched. In many 
caſes, there would be greater mercy in diſpatching the 
inhabitants, than in burning their houſes, | However, I 
infinitely prefer what I feel from the ſpoiling of * goude, 
to the diſpoſition of thoſe'who have miſled you.” 

You have deſtroyed the moſt truly valuable and uſeful 
apparatus of philoſophical i inſtruments that perhaps any 
individual, in this or any other country, was ever poſſeſ- 
ſed of, in my uſe of which T annually ſpent large ſums, 
with no pecuniary view whatever, but only in the ad- 
vancement of ſcience; for the beriefit of my country and 
of mankind. You have deſtroyed alibrary correſpond- 
ing to that apparatus, which no money can re- purchaſe, 
except in along courſe of time. But what I feel far more, 
you have deſtroyed manuſcripts, which have been the re- 
fult of the laborious ſtudy of many years, and which I 
ſhall never be able ta recompoſe; and this has been done 
to one who never did, or imagined, you any harm, ' 

I know nothing more of the hand- bill, which is aid to 
have enraged you ſo much, than any of yourſelves; and I 
diſapprove of it as much; tho? it has been made the oſ- 
tenſible handle of doing infinitely more miſchief” than 
any thing of that nature could poſſibly have done, In 
the celebration of the French Revolution, at which I 

0 *, ; did 
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T 
only expreſſed their joy in the emancipation of a neigh- 
bouring nation from tyranny, without intimating a de- 
fire of any thing more than ſuch an improvement of our 
own Conſtitution, as all ſober citizens, of every perſua- 
ſion, have long wiſhed for, And though, in anſwer to 
the groſs and unprovoked calumnies of Mr. Mapan 
and others, I publicly vindicated my principles as a 
Diſſenter, it was only with plain and ſober argument, 
and with perfect good-humour. We are better in- 
ſtructed in the mild and forbearing ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
than ever to think of having recourſe to violence; and 
can you think ſuch conduct as yours any recommenda- 
tion of your religious principles, in preference to outs? 
You ate ſtill more miſtaken, if you imagine that this 
conduct of yours has any tendency to ſerve your cauſe, or 
to prejudice ours. It is nothing but reaſon and argummt 
that can ever ſupport any ſyſtem of religion, Anſwer 
our arguments, and your buſineſs is done; but your hav- 
ing recourſe to violence, is only a proof that you have 
nothing better to produce, Should you deftroy myſelf, 
as well as my houſe, library, and apparatus, ten more 
perſons, of equal or ſuperior ſpirit and ability, would in- 
ſtantly riſe up. If thoſe ten were deſtroyed, an hundred 
would appear; and believe me, that the Church of Eng- 
land, which you now think you are ſupporting, has re- 
ceived a greater blow by this conduct of yours, than I 
Mhh | 
© Beſides, to abuſe thoſe who have no power of making 
reſiſtance, is equally cowardly and brutal, peculiarly un- 
worthy of Engliſhmen, to ſay nothing of Chriſtianity, 
which teaches us to do as we would be done by, In 


this buſineſs we are the ſheey and you the wolves. We 
A 3 will 
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will preſerve our charater, and hope you will change 
yours. At all events, we return you bleſſings for curſes 3 
and pray that you may ſoon return to that induſtry, and 
thaſe ſober manners, for which the inhabitants of Bir- 
mingham were formerly diſtinguiſhed. | awe. 

I am, your ſincere well - wiſher, 3 
= J. PRIESTLEY . 
Londen, July 19, 1791. 


P. 8. The account of the firſt Toaſt at the Revolu- 
lution Dinner, in The Times of this morning, can be 
nothing leſs than a malicious lie, To prove this, a liſt 
of. the Toaſts, with an account of all the proceedings of 
the day, will ſoon be publiſhed. The firſt of them was, 
The King and the Conſtitution ; and they were all ſuch as 
the friends of liberty, and of the true principles of the 
Conſtitution, would approve. 


To the PRINTER of the BIRMINGHAM and 
STAFFORD CHRONICLE, 

Me, Printer 3 
8 find that many great falſehoods have been eir- 
culated through the country, in order to enflame 
the minds of the people, concerning the meeting held 
laſt Thurſday, to commemorate the French Revolu- 
tion, I will beg leave to ſtate what I myſelf have had 
occaſion to know reſpecting that ſubject. Some gen- 


tlemen in Birmingham had propoſed, hy an advertiſe- 


a r to hold a meeting of the 
friends 
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friends of liberty and of mankind, at the Hotel, to 
commemorate the French Revolution, in the ſame 
manner as was done in London, and many other parts 
of the kingdom. Two days before the time appointed 
for this meeting, a very reſpectable gentleman called on 
me, and ſaid he came to tell me that it was the general 
wiſh of thoſe who intended to meet, that I ſhould be 
their chairman on the occaſion. I accepted the come 
pliment, and promiſed to come to Birmingham to at- 
tend 3 never conceiving that a peaceable meeting for 
the purpoſe of rejoicing that twenty-ſix millions of our 
as free and happy as we Britons are, could be miſinter» 
preted, as being offenſive to a government, whoſe ' 
greateſt boaſt is Liberty, or to any who profeſs the 
Chriſtian religion, which orders us TO LOVE OUR | 
NEIGHBOURS AS OURSELVES, We accordingly met 
and dined with the greateſt peace and harmony, and 
after drinking ſome toaſts, expreflive in the firſt place 
of our loyalty to our own King and Conſtitution, and in 
the ſecond place, of our joy at the happineſs which the 
French have acquired by their new Conſtitution, we 
diſſolved the meeting entirely, in the greateſt order, be- 
tween five and fix in the evening, and quitted the Ho- 
tel, every man retiring ſeparately to his home, or to his 
private affairs. I returned to my houſe in the country, 
nor knew of the diſturbances till next day. The meeting 
in London was conducted with the ſame decorum, nor 
has there been an inſtance, as far as I know, in the 
many ſimilar meetings throughout England, of the 
ſmalleſt irregularity attempted by them. Now, Mr. 
Printer, as actions are the beſt interpreters of men's 
intentions, it is evident that the malicious inſinuations, 

| chat 
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that theſe meetings were intended to diſturb the petce 
and government of the country, have been by the we | 
proved to be falfe and groundteſs. | 
I have lately heard that it is reported that we drink 
diſloyal and ſeditious toaſts. Now the very firſt Toaſt 
that was given was The King and the Conſtitution, | I do 
not know any words in the Engliſh Language expreffive 
of greater loyalty. And one of the laſt Toaſts was 
Peace and Good-will to all Mankind, which cannot eaſily 
be interpreted to exeite people to tumult. I ſhall here- 
after publiſh a lift of all the Toaſts which were altoge- 
ther in the ſame ſpirit of Loyalty, Peace, and Charity. 
A ſecond report is, that Juſtice Carles was inſulted 
and turned out of the room. The fat is, that Juſtice 
Carles never was in the room, and therefore it is not 
eaſy to conceive how he could be turned out; 1 will add, 
that I have not the ſmalleft doubt, that if that gentleman 
had come, he would have been received with due re- 
ſpect. | | LO | 
A third falſe report was, that a Seditious Hand-bill 
had been diſtributed by the members of the meeting, on 
fome preceding day. A ſeditious and truly infamous 
hand-bill had been diſtributed, it is true, but by whom 
written or diſtributed, is not known. It is heartily to be 
wiſhed that the perſons concerned may be diſcovered, and 
puniſhed according to law. As ſoon as the gentlemen 
of Birmingham, who had concerted the Commemora- 
tion Meeting, ſaw this hand- bill, they perceived that 
the effect, and perhaps the intention cf it, was to in- 
flame the mob againſt them, and they immediately 
publiſhed in the Thurſday's Newſpaper, an advertife- 
ment, declaring their diſavowal of this hand-bill, and 
| their own loyal attachment to the King, Lords, and 
3 I Commons, 
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'Commons.® They alſo ſent hand-bills, with copies of 
this advertiſement, all over Birmingham. It was not 
poſlible for them to do any thing more effectual to pre- 
vent any bad effects from this ſeditious paper, or to 
reſcue themſelves from the calumny of their being the 
authors of it. 

The 1.& falſe report that I have heard relative to 
that meeting, is concerning Dr. Prieftley's behaviour 
there. To, this I ſuppoſe it will be ſufficient to an- 

ſwer, that Nr. Priefiley was not preſent. 

' © Pheſe areal} the reports which I have heard, biit I 
doubt not there may be many others, of the truth of 
which every man of common ſenſe will judge from 
what I have Eid, of thoſe which have come to my 
knowledge. Nevertheleſs, theſe falſe reports are all 
the pretences for the late horrible riots ; but the event 
ſhews that they were only preterices, and that the Diſ- 
ſenters were the true object of the fary af the mob, as 
many of thofe gentlemen, who have ſuffered from the 
riots, were not preſent, For the buſineſs of the Com- 


' ® Birmingham Commemoration of the French Revolution, 

« Several Hand-bills having been circulated in the tom "which 
* can only be intended to create diſtruſt concerning the intention of the 
« Meeting, to diſturb its h:rmohy, and inflame the minds of the people, 
«« the Gentlemen who propoſed it, think it neceſſary to declare their entire 
« diſapprobation of all ſuch Hand-bills, and their ignorance of the au- 

+ thora.Senſible themſelves of the advantages of a Free Government, 
« they rejoice in the extenſion of Liberty to their Neighbours, at the ſame 
« time avowing, in the moſt explicit manner, their attachment to the 
« Conſtitution of their own Country, as veſted in the Three Eſtates of 
* the King, Lors, and Commons.-Surely no Free - born Engliſhman can 
« refrain from exulting in this addition to the general maſs of human hap- 
. © pineſs; it is the cauſe of Humanity, it is the cauſe of the People.” 
« Birmingham, July 13, 1791.“ 


memoration 
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memoration Meetings had nothing ta do with reli- 
gious diſtinctions, and were in other parts compoſed: of 


churchmen, catholics, and diſſenters. It is true that 


in Birmingham, the majority were diſſenters, but it is 
evident that they did not wiſh it to be diſtinguiſhed as a 


party meeting, when they did me the honour to chuſe 


me as their chairman, who, it was evident, muſt hare . 
conformed, in order to qualify myſelf for the commilſ- 
ſions which I have held in the army, to all the forma» 
lities preſcribed by the Teſt act, and who never was 
preſent in a diſſenting meeting above once or twice in 


: England ; although I have the greateſt regard for the 


diſſenting individuals whom I know, among whom are 
ſeveral of the late unfortunate victims, men as peace. 
able, reſpectable, and loyal as any in the kingdom. 
But as the ſubject of the Commemoration Meeting 
was quite unknown to the ignorant part of the people, 
it gave an opportunity of raiſing any lies that were ne- 
ceſſary to inflame the mob to execute their horrid pur- 
poſes. But that the proceedings of the meeting were 
innocent, peaceable, and hono urable, and alſo free from 
every ſubject relative to religious parties, I _—y 
affirm. 8 


I am, Mr, FERN 
Yours, &c, 
JAMES KEIR, 


Wift Bromwich, 20th 


Tub, 1791. : 
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To the EDITOR of the MORNING CHRO- 
NIcLE. 


SIR 
JREING in London, and ering in Te Tino eter 
diy the moſt atrocious calumny that was ever laid 
before the public, I feel it my duty immediately to 
contrad:& it in the moſt pointed terms, I do therefore- 
declare, that the narrative of the Birmingham Conſti- 
tutional Dinner is materially untrue ; and that the ac- 
count given of the A Toaſt, in The Times, is a moſt 
flagrant falſehood. It was, The King and Conſtitution. 
The Meeting broke up without the leaſt riot or 
diſturbance.— That the public may judge, whether the 
proceedings of the day, and the Toaſts, were or were 
not reprehenſible, the following true narrative is now 
produced, the authenticity and truth of which Lv 
vouch for. - 
The proceedings of the day were preceded by an Ad- 
vertiſement in the Birmingham Chronicle, publiſhed 


that morning, of which the following is a Copy: 
162 HAM . 


or r 
FRENCH REFOLUTION. 


| Several Hand- bills having been circulated in the Town, 
which can only de intended to create diſtruſt concerning 
the intention of the Meeting, to diſturb its harmony, and 
inſtame the minds of the people ; the Gentlemen who pro- 
poſed it, think it neceſſary to declare their entire diſappro- 
bation of all ſuch Hand- bills, and their ignorance of the 
authors Senſible themſelyes of the advantages of a Free 
Goreroment, 


\ 


j 
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Government, they rejoice. in the extenſion of Liberty to 
their neighbours, at the fame time avowing, ln the mdft 
explicit manner, their firm attachment to the Conſtitution 
ef their own Country, as veſted in the Thręe Eſtaes of 
King, Lords, and Commons: Surely no Pree-born ' Engliſh- 
man Can refrain from exulting in this addition, to the 


| general maſs of human happineſs, I is the cauſe of humg- 


"ty, it is the cauſe of the ere. 4 1 
. Birmingham, Fu 13, 1791. nun 2113-266) orb 
In the morning, however, after this was publiſhed, 
many rumours of the probability of a riot were brought 

to the friends of the Meeting; and as there was too 
much reafon to think that means had been uſed to pro- 
mote” one, they determined to poſtpone the intended 
Dinner, and accordingly agreed to put it off, and pre- 
pared a hand-bill for that purpoſe, 'of 3 * follow- 
ing is a Copy: : 


INTENDED COMMEMORATION 


or THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION: - 


The Friends of the intended Feſtivity, finding'that. their 
views and intention, in conſequence of being miſcenceived 
by ſome, and miſrepreſented by others, have created an 
alarm in the minds of the majority of the fown, and it is 


F 


thought, endangered its tranquillity, inform their neigh- 


bours that they value the peace of the town far beyond 
the gratification of a Feſtival, and therefore have determi- 
ned to give up tlleir intentions of diving at the Hotel upon. 
this occaſion ; and they very gladly improve , this renewed 
opportunity of ceclaring that they are to this hour entirely 


0 ignorant of the Author, Printer, or Publiſher, of the i in- 


Aammatory Hand- bill circulated on Mondey. 
This 
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This was ſent to the Printer; but before he had com- 
poſed it, Mr. Dadley, the Maſter of the Hotel; attend- 
ed, in conſequence of having the Dinner countermand- 
ed; and tepreſented, that he was ſure there was no 
danger of any tumult, and recommended that the Din- 
ner might be had as was intended j only propoſing, that 
the gentlemen 'ſhould take. care to break up early, and 
then all danger would be avoided.” This meaſure was 
then adopted, and orders given to the Printer t ſuppreſs 
the hand-bill. Accordingly there was à meeting of 
eighty- one gentlemen, inhabitants of the town - ard 
neighbourhood, at the Great Room in the Hotel, 
where they dined and paſſed the afternoon with that ſo- 
cjal, temperate, and benevolent feſtivity, which, the 
conſideration of the greatevent, which has diffuſed liberty 
and happineſs TRIS Wer- g 
inſpired, _ |. 

The following Toaſts \ were Fanny and were ; 
intermixed with —_ compoſed ** ang N ſome of 
the Company. '- » nc th 

1. The Klog end Conſtitution. | 

2. The National Aſſembly and Patriots of Finde whoſe 
virtue and wiſdom have raiſed twenty-ſix milllons from 
the mean condition of ſubjects of deſpotiſm, to he eignity 
and happineſs of freeden. 

3- The Majeſty of the People. Mo 

- 4. May the New Conſtitution of France be rendered 
perſect and perpetual. e. OY 
. May Great Britain, Ireland, and France, unite in 

| perpetual friendſhip, and. may their only rivalſhip be the 
extenſion of Peace and Liberty, Wiſdom and Virtue. 

6. The Rights of Man. May all nations have the wiſ- 
dom to en, and the courage to aſſert and defend them. 

8. The 


' 


74 Frieze 


7. The true Friends of the Conſtitarion of this Country, 


who wiſh to preſerve its ſpirit, by correRing its abuſes. | 
8. May the People of England never ceaſe to temon- 


ftrate, till their Parliament becomes 4 true Natio dal Re- 


. The Prince of Wales. 
- 29. The United States of America, May they for ever 


enjoy the Liberty which they have ſo honourably acquired, 
11. May the late Revolution in Poland prove the har. 


dinger of @ more perfect ſyſtem of r 


that great Kingdom. 
13- May the Nations of bene bees Go bold dees 


e more ente i l Braga ware, by the mad 


ambition of their rulers. 

13. May the ſword be never unſheathed, but for the de. 
fence and liberty of our country, and then, may every 
man caſt away theſcabbard; until the people are ſafe and free. 

14, To the glorious memory of Hampden and Sydney, 


and other heroes of all ages and nations, who have fought 


and bled for liberty. 

15. To the memory of Dr. Price, and of al thoſe illuf, 
trious ſages who have enlightened mankind on . | 
priaciples of civil ſociety. 

16. Peace and good-will to all mankind, . 

17. Proſperity to the town of Birmingham, 

18. A happy Meeting to ü 
the 14th of July 1797. 

It is but juſtice to the liberality and public ſpirit of 
an ingenious Artiſt of this town to mention, that he des 
corated the room upon this occaſion with three elegant 
emblematic pieces of Sculpture, mixed with painting 
in a new ſtyle of compoſition, The central piece was 
a finely executed medallion of his Majeſty, encircled 
with a Glory, on each fide of which was an alabaſter 
Qbeliſc; the one exhibiting Gallic Liberty breaking 


us 
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the bands of Deſpotiſm, and the other repreſenting Bri- 
tiſh Liberty in its preſent enjoyment, 
A truly reſpectable Gentleman, a Member of the 
Church of England, was Chairman—others of that pro- 
feffion were of the company, nor was 2 ſingle ſenti- 
ment uttered, or, I believe, conceived, that would hurt 
the feelings of any one friend to Liberty and good Go- 
yernment, under the happy Conſtitution we are bleſſed 
with is, this kingdom. aver this to be a true and 
juſt repreſentation af the proceedings which have been 
ſo (candaloully miſrepreſented „ 
tioned; and am, Sir, | 
London, July 20, Yaur chiileus drank 
179 5% WILLIAM RUSSELL. 
—— 
the pr Accounts be with 
ber Sol warn ory 2 — cans fare 


| Tar 745 m_ of purpoſes) from I — 


© By every account which has arrived from Ry 
ham, and from authenticated facts in corroboration of 
what we have already aſſerted, it is an indiſputable truth, 
that the motiyes which occaſioned the havoc already 
made among the Diſſenters at Birmingham, and which 
is till in continuance, ſolely ſprung from the Loyalty 
of the people, and the utter abhorrence in which the 
principles of a Republican Syſtem of Government are 
held by the public at large. 

The public were determined before they proceeded 
to violence, to have ſome further proof of the inten- 
tion of thoſe Commemoration Men. This hand. 
bill ® might he a forgery,—or might be an inſidious 
ſcheme to raiſe x mob for the purpoſe of plunder; — they 
therefore waited until they heard what. was faid at 
fable—how the political complexion of the company. 


Þ That which is alluded to in Dr. Prigbig'i Letters 
2 would 


— 


'F > : 
#5 
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"would manifeſt itſelf, and whether any thing -more 


than a mere ſcene of Cotmerneration ben was. | 


intended. ? 
They had indeed their ſuſpicions, and thoſe ſuſpicions, 


after the firſt courſe were realiſed, by the W 


Toaſt being drank : 


KG DESTRUCTION TO THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT. 


Ann THE KING'S HEAD UPON A CHARGER ſd, 
The inhabitants, and they were almoſt to a man re- 
ſpectable houſe- Keepers and manufacturers, who waited 


outſide the Hotel to watch the motions of the Revolu- 


tioniſts within, no ſooner had this treaſonable Toaſt 
made known to them, than LoyaLTy ſwift as lightning 
ſhot through their minds, and a kind of Electrical Pa- 
triotiſm animated them to inſtant vengeance, They 


ruſhed into this conventicle of treaſon, and before the 


ſecond courſe was well laid upon the table, broke the 
windows and glaſſes, pelted and inſulted theſe modern 
reformets, and obliged them to ſeek for _y in imme · 


diate flight. 


An inflammatory bill in Doctor Prieſtly's band - vri⸗ | 


ting was found among his papers, and has been tranſ- 
mitted to the Secretary of State—The Doctor is at Kid- 


derminſter, to which place it is ſaid the populace mean 
to follow him. His doctrines, they avow, were meant 


to ſubvert the Conſtitution, 

« Mr. Parker, a very eminent attorney, is the perſon 
who ſent up the inflammatory and treaſonable paper 
found in Prieſtly's houſe, and in the Doctor's own hand, 
which it is thought is a full ground-for proſecution.” 1 

ains will be taken to trace the origin 

ry ma — 2 ſeboodi, and many others, which hoes 
inflamed the minds of great numbers ee and 
deſerving mombers of the ſociety. % 
F I N I 8, . 4 
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